
Public confidence “is closely related to the State’s 
interest in preventing voter fraud, public 
confidence in the integrity of the electoral process 
has independent significance, because it 
encourages citizen participation in the democratic 
process.”

Source: Crawford et al. v. Marion County Election Board et al., 128 S.Ct. 1610, 1620 
(2008)



“A good registration list will ensure that citizens 
are only registered in one place, but election 
officials still need to make sure that the person 
arriving at a polling site is the same one that is 
named on the registration list. In the old days and 
in small towns where everyone knows each other, 
voters did not need to identify themselves. But in 
the United States, where 40 million people move 
each year, and in urban areas where some people 
do not even know the people living in their own 
apartment building let alone their precinct, some 
form of identification is needed.”

Source: Commission on Federal Election Reform, Report, Building 
Confidence in U. S. Elections §2.5 (Sept. 2005), App. 136–137 (Carter-
Baker Report) (footnote omitted)



“There is no evidence of extensive fraud in U. S. 
elections or of multiple voting, but both occur, 
and it could affect the outcome of a close election. 
The electoral system cannot inspire public 
confidence if no safeguards exist to deter or detect 
fraud or to confirm the identity of voters. Photo 
identification cards currently are needed to board 
a plane, enter federal buildings, and cash a check. 
Voting is equally important.” 

Source: Commission on Federal Election Reform, Report, Building 
Confidence in U. S. Elections §2.5 (Sept. 2005), App. 136–137 (Carter-
Baker Report) (footnote omitted).



Presidential Election Year US Turnout: Highest Office / VAP      
(%)

1952 63.8%

1956 58.3%

1960 62.8%

1964 61.9%

1968 60.8%

1972 55.2%

1976 53.5%

1980 52.6%

1984 53.3%

1988 50.3%

1992 54.7%

1996 48.1%

2000 50.0%

2004 55.5%

2008 56.9%

2012 53.6%

2016 54.7%

Sources:

Election Data Services, Inc.

United States Federal Election Commission

United States Elections Project; Dr. Michael McDonald 

International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance

Redbook: New Hampshire Manual for the General Court

United States Census Bureau - Voting Age Population (VAP)

Congressional Research Service
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1952-1968 
Average: 61.5%

1972-2016 
Average: 53.2%







If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it




